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PREFACE

The Medical Facilities Report serves as an historical account of medical facility development in
South Dakota. It is also a status report of South Dakota medical facility services and utilization.

The information used to develop the community hospitals and the non-community hospitals portion
of the Medical Facilities Report was obtained by the South Dakota Department of Health, Division
of Administration, Office of Data, Statistics and Vital Records, from the American Hospital
Association Annual Survey with an addendum to obtain patient origin data.

The information used to develop the long-term care portion of the Medical Facilities Report was
obtained through a cooperative effort by the Office of Data, Statistics and Vital Records and the
Office of Health Care Facility Licensure and Certification. To decrease the amount of reporting
requested from long-term care facilities, a survey was attached to the licensure application for long-
term care facilities.

In 2000, the American Hospital Association Annual Survey was introduced online. This enabled the
hospitals to enter data in a secure environment while making it easier and more efficient to respond.
The online survey also provides historical reference data as well as instant data verification as
information is entered. Hospitals that did not have internet access were still able to submit their
survey on paper.

The Office of Data, Statistics, and Vital Records edited and compiled the data for publication.

Any questions regarding the South Dakota Medical Facilities Report, 2003 should be addressed
to:

Office of Data, Statistics, and Vital Records
600 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-2536

Phone: (605) 773-3361

Internet: http://www.state.sd.us/doh/Stats/

The following Health Department personnel were the main contributors to the development of
this report:

Barb Buhler Public Information Officer

Kenneth Doppenberg Health Program Specialist

Kim Knittel Policy Analyst

Crystal Mensch Program Assistant II

Kathlene Mueller Manager of the Office of Data, Statistics and Vital Records
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